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Letter from the President ð Summer 2012  

Sam Johnson 

 
Special Reminder: Be sure to cast your vote on the 

2012 CGSNA Election Ballot inserted into this issue. 

I sure hope you are all doing well and enjoying the summer. Betty and I just returned from a very òsoggyó Grandfather Mountain 

Highland Games in Linville, NC. These games are held near the top of 5,946 foot Grandfather Mountain right off the Blue Ridge 

Parkway. This year the conditions replicated the damp and windy Scotland. It rained every day of the festival but we had a great 

time in spite of the weather. Dan Robinson, the Great Smokies Commissioner, had the tent hopping. At last count, heõd signed up 

close to twenty new members and about the same number of renewals. Thatõs a productive weekend by any standard.  

 
Itõs especially pleasing to me that a large number of young people attend these games. From childrenõs wrestling to the kilted mile to 

the musical competitions, Clan Gunn kids were well represented and awarded. It reinforced the fact to me that these days, clans 

are really all about family, relationships and fellowship more than anything else. These children enjoying competing and just having 

fun will provide happy childhood memories for them. One day, theyõll bring their children to participate as they did. It will be heart-

warming to watch the next generation of Gunnõs grow up at our events.  

 
On Saturday evening, we Gunnõs met at a local restaurant and plotted creative ways to dodge the rain, discussed which end of the 

field had the best drainage and reflected on drier past games as well as the weather forecast for the next day! Again, plenty of well 

behaved kids in the mix! All in all, we had a great time and thanks to Tom Wilson for putting this together.  

 
As previously mentioned, we are considering the merits of distributing two of the four Salutes each year by email. This would speed 

production, allow more content and color, streamline volunteer effort, AND reduce our costs by $5,000. Thatõs significant!  To do 

this, we need an accurate membership email list. To make it easy for members, we have an in-line form printed in this issue. Or, log 

on to the special page on our web site and enter your email addresses into the secure database. This website feature is currently 

being developed, so log on often to see when it becomes active. Remember, each member must be responsible for ensuring his or 

her address is current.  

 
As most members are aware, a Petition was submitted to The Lyon Court in December, 2011, asking that a Family Convention be 

held for the purpose of appointing Iain Gunn of Banniskirk, the current Clan Gunn Commander, as the Chief of Clan Gunn.  

 
Technically nothing has changed since the Petition was tendered. However Past President Rich Gunn who recently returned to the 

US after attending the ò2012 Gunn Gatheringó in Scotland offered me this update: òNothing is resolved on the Chiefship issue. Rob 

Kamp Gunn made a presentation to those attending the AGM of the Clan Gunn Society to explain the petition and the reasons for starting 

it. He briefed all those in attendance as to the process and provided petitions indicating a òforó or òagainstó stance.  Those in attendance were 

given the opportunity to indicate their support or opposition to the petition by signing the appropriate document. I don't know the count other 

than there were substantially more for than against.  There was some discussion about  presenting the matter to members worldwide but I 

don't think any decision was made.ó (End quote.) 

 
Until this issue is resolved, keep in mind it is the Lyon Court that defines the process used to arrive at a Chief ð not CGSNA. If or 

when anything changes, we will distribute another update. In the meantime, the policy of this CGSNA administration will be to not 

copy, forward, or otherwise distribute emails to the membership from any participant in the matter that canõt be verified as factual. 

 
In closing, one of our members, Peter Wilson is, the owner of Great Scot International. Peter is a native Scot and has built a     

business importing Scottish products. He has offered our Clan a discount on all merchandise sold on his site:                          

http://www.thescottishweaver.com. This applies to any merchandise on the website not just Gunn specific items. To receive the 

discount, when you check out, simply enter òiamagunnó (without the quotation marks) and the 15% discount will be applied to your 

merchandise total.  

 

The Blood is Strong,  

Sam Johnson  
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Love Saved From a Knife 
A true story submitted by Donald Laird 

 
My grandmother was Elizabeth Manson, of Wick, 

and Donald Laird, of the Orkneys.  
 

Toward the late part of last century,  
Donald was a fisherman way north of the Orkneys,  

in search of cod and herring. He could not swim an inch.  
He told me, 'My God, why try, the water up there is  

so cold."  
 

One weekend, he and some of his fishing buddies  
went to Edinburgh to party in the big city.  

Sometime around midnight, after a wee dram or two,  
Donald came out into the street.  

 
In a home nearby, Elizabeth was a young woman,  
taking care of an old lady who was daffy as a loon.  
Unfortunately, the old lady decided that night to  

ends Elizabeth's life--------with a knife! 
 

 

 

 

Meet Jerred Gunn  

 

Jerred Gunn, of Sacramento, CA, is the Nominating Committeeõs candidate 

for Clan Gunn Treasurer in this yearõs CGSNA elections. Jerred has been a 

Commissioner in the Northern California branch for several years, and   

really enjoys working and talking with our members (and future members!) 

at the Woodland, Modesto, Dixon, and Pleasanton Games. She and her hus-

band Mike live in Sacramento, where she works as a medical coder. Jerred 

says, if elected; òI look forward to serving Clan Gunn for many years to 

come.ó 
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Running into the street in her nightshirt,  
followed by the old crazy lady and the knife,  
Elizabeth was running for her life........ 
and ran into the arms of Donald Laird.  

(The Lairds are famous for our, er, timing.) 
 

Subsequently, love bloomed, and Donald took his meager  
savings, and sailed to America. After working in factories in New York 

for a while, Donald sent for Elizabeth, and soon thereafter 
they settled in Michigan, where Donald had a sister there.  

 
Sad to say, Donald was about as good a fisherman  

as he ended up as a farmer.  
 

However, he did wisely invest in three charming lakes in Michigan.  
He sold some lots around the three lakes,  

and apparently stashed away the money, somewhere.  
 

Many years later, after Elizabeth had passed away. 
Donald joined her.  

 
Now, the story becomes very Scottish: their three children 
(Edward, my father, plus James, and Isabel) climbed up to the  

attic of the old farmhouse, and opened up Donald's  
sea chest, which he had brought all from the Orkneys during  

his days as a sailor.  
 

You guessed it: His sea chest was full of green money. 
Lots of it. You see, Donald never trusted banks to keep 

his money safe.  
 

My brother Ted now has Donald's sea chest  
in his California apartment,  

which now serves as a coffee table/playchest  
for dozens of Ted's kids and grandchildren.  

Ted Laird recently welcomed his first great granddaughter.  
 

Mia King now proudly wears her new Gunn Tartan kilt, 
sent to her from Scotland.  

                                Come Christmas, Mia will join other Lairds around the  
                                         old sea chest, first brought over from  

                                      Scotland by Donald Laird.  
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Upcoming Festivals (August through     

December 2012)  
August  
 

3-4 Glengarry Highland Games   

 http://www.glengarryhighlandgames.com  

4 St. Andrewõs Society of Detroitõs Annual Highland 

Games 

 http://www.highlandgames.com  

4 Spokane Highland Games 

 http://www.spokanehighlandgames.org  

4-5 Colorado Scottish Festival and Rocky Mountain High-

land Games 

 http://www.scottishgames.org  

4-5 Montreal Highland Games & Festival  

 http://www.montrealhighlandgames.qc.ca  

7-8 Monterrey Highland Games and Celtic Festival 

 http://www.monterreyscotgames.com  

10-12 Fergus Scottish Festival and Highland Games 

 http://www.fergusscottishfestival.com  

11 Cape Cod Scottish Festival 

 http://www.capecodescottishfestival.org  

11 High Desert Celtic Festival & Games 

 http://www.hdcs.net  

11 Whidbey Island Highland Games 

 http://www.wihg.org  

12-18 Pavilion of Scotland 

 http://www.pavilionofscotland.ca  

17-18 Jackson Hole Scottish Festival 

 http://www.wyohighlanders.net  

18 Maine Highland Games and Scottish Festival 

 http://www.mainehighlandgames.org  

18 Bracebridge Highland Games 

 http://www.bracebridgehighlandgames.com  
18-19 Permian Basin Highland Games and Celtic Faire 

 http://www.chspb.org  

24-26 Bitterroot Scottish Irish Festival 

 http://www.bitterrootscottishirishfestival.org  

25 Foothills Highland Games  

 http://www.foothillshighlandgames.com  

25 North Lanark Highland Games 

 http://www.almontehighlandgames.com  

25 Kalamazoo Highland Games 

 http://www.kalamazooscottishfestival.org  

25-26 Long Island Scottish Festival and Highland Games 

 http://www.liscots.org  

28 28th Scottish Festival and Highland GamesñBuffalo 

Niagara Heritage Village 

 http://www.amherstmuseum.org/calendar.htm  

31 Wisconsin Highland Games (Aug 31-Sept 2) 

 http://www.wisconsinscottish.org  

 

September  

 

1 Calgary Highland Games 

 http://www.calgaryhighlandgames.org  

1-2 Virginia Scottish Games and Festival 

 http://www.vascottishgames.org  

1-2 Capital District Scottish Games 

 http://www.scotgames.com  

 

 

 

 

1-2 Appalachian Celtic Festival 

 http://www.appalachiancelticconnection.org  

1-2 Caledonian Club of San Francisco Highland Gathering 

 http://www.caledonian.org  

2 Canmore Highland Games 

 http://www.canmorehighlandgames.ca  

2 Michiana Celtic Society Highland Games 

 http://www.michianacelticsociety.org  

6-9 Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland Festival 

 http://www.scotfest.com  

6-9 Edinboro Highland Games 

 http://www.edinboro.edu  

7-8 Trenton Scottish Irish Festival 

 http://www.trentonscottishirish.com  

8-9 Beach Celtic Festival 

 http://www.thecelticfestival.com  
8-9 Kelso Highlander Festival and Games 

 http://kelso.gov  

11 Southwest Missouri Celtic Heritage Festival 

 http://www.swmocelticfestival.com  

15 Charleston Scottish Games and Highland Gathering 

 http://charlestonscots.org  

15 Fresno Highland Games 

 http://www.scottishsociety.org  

15 Celtic Festival and Highland Games of the Quad-Cities 

 http://www.celtichighlandgames.org  

21-23 New Hampshire Highland Games 

 http://www.nhscot.org  

22-23 McPherson Scottish Festival and Highland Games 

 http://www.macfestival.org  

28-29 Celtic Classic Highland Games and Festival 

 http://www.celticfest.org  

28-30 St. Louis Scottish Games and Cultural Festival 

 http://www.stlouis -scottishgames.com  

28-30 Bethlehem Celtic Classic 

 http://www.celticfest.org  

29 Dandridge Scots-Irish Festival 

 http://www.scots -irish.org  
 
October  

 

5 Virginia Celtic Gathering and Highland Games 

 http://www.vacelts.org  

5 Williamsburg Scottish Festival 

 http://www.wsfonline.org  

6 Scotland County Highland Games 

 http://www.schgnc.org  

6 Ocala Scottish Highland Games and Celtic Festival 

 http://www.ocalascottishhighlandgames.org  

6-7 Chesapeake Celtic Festival 

 http://www.celticfest.net  

6-7 Reno Celtic Celebration 

 http://www.renoceltic.org  

7 Scotland Highland Festival 

 http://www.finitesite.com  
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Flowers of the Forest  
 

Gwen McLelland 

 

Olive Robbinsðwife of Frederick Hardy Robins (CGSNA Emeritus) 

October (Continued)  

 

8 Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival 

 http://www.indyscot.org  

13 Radford Highlander Festival 

 http://www.radford.edu  

20-21 Stone Mountain Scottish Festival and Highland Games 

 http://www.smhg.org  

27 Western Kentucky Highland Festival 

 http://www.wkyhighlandfestival.com  

29-30 Meadow Highland Games and Celtic Festival 

 http://www.meadowceltic.com  

 

November  

 

2-4 Tuscon Celtic Festival and Highland Games 

 http://www.tusconcelticfestival.org  

9-11 Salado Scottish Clan Gathering & Highland Games 

 http://www.saladoscottishgames.com  

If there are any events in your area that have not been included or 

that you would like to be included in future newsletters, please con-

tact Heather Smith at:  

 

thegunnsalute@clangunn.us   

Please remember to cast your ballot and vote!!!!  
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Officers of the Society     About the Society  
 

President   Sam Johnson   The Clan Gunn Society of North America is dedicated 

   110 Cloudland Park Rd  to the advancement of kinship and knowledge of the 

   Dahlonega GA 30533  heritage of Clan Gunn and its septs, and of Scottish 

   (706) 864-6723   history and culture.  It is fraternally related to the Clan 

       Gunn Society of Great Britain. 
Immediate Past    Rich Gunn 

President   10294 Meuret Road  Our goals, and the purposes for which the corporation 

   Wilton CA 95693   was organized are: 

   (916) 687-8510 

       Å to stimulate and promote a spirit of kinship among the 

First Vice -  Donald E Wilson   the members of the Society throughout the continent of 

President   3957 Weybridge Way  North America and between this Society and the Clan  

   Antelope CA 95843  Gunn Society of Great Britain. 

   (916) 338-5889 

       Å to foster, promote and honor our Scottish heritage and 

Second Vice-  Joel S Gunn   traditions. 

President   3234 Raymond Drive 

   Doraville GA 30340  Å to stimulate and inspire among the members, the pride 

   (770) 402-7116   and spirit of their ancestors, with the particular emphasis 

       on the ancestry of the members as it pertains to the   

Recording   Barbara Wilson   surname of Gunn and the surnames of the septs 

Secretary   5205 Brawner Place  historically associated with the Clan Gunn. 

   Alexandria VA 22304 

   (703) 212-9555   Å to preserve the history, records, and artifacts of the  

       Clan Gunn 

Membership   Alise Erickson 

Secretary   1901 S Lexiõs Lane #101  Å to individually provide and render, through the conduit 

   Nampa ID 83686   of the Society, aid and comfort to members of the Society. 

   (208) 250-7051 

       Å to provide to the extent practical, aid, comfort and  

Treasurer   Caroline Mann   hospitality to persons of Scottish ancestry. 

   312 N Navarra Drive 

   Scotts Valley CA 95066  The Commander of the Clan and Name of Gunn is  

   (831) 461-1998   Iain Alexander Gunn of Banniskirk, Swiney House,  

       Lybster, Caithness KW36BT, Scotland 

Chaplain   Rev. Yale Gunn 

   801 Vanosdale Road 

   Apt. 133    Membership inquiries are invited.  Dues are $20.00 (US) per  

   Knoxville TN 37909  family and are payable on the anniversary of your  

   (865) 531-3085   membership.  Please send new applications and renewals 

       to the Membership Secretary.  The application for new  

Society Piper   Chuck Jamison   members as well as the renewal application can be found  

   9382 Blue Oak Drive  on-line at: www.clangunn.us.  In addition, renewal  

   Orangevale CA 95662  applications can be processed on-line. 

 

Genealogist   Abb Gunn 

   2403 Treeridge Parkway  The Gunn Salute is the Quarterly Newsletter of the 

   Alpharetta GA 30022  Clan Gunn Society of North America (ISSN 0738-4886) 

   (770) 552-6775 

       To submit information for the newsletter, please send  

Westford Knight   Norman B Biggart   an e-mail to:  thegunnsalute@clangunn.us  

Representative   4 Baron Park Lane 

   Apt 1 

   Burlington MA 01803-5431 

   (781) 272-1537 
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Branch Commissioners of Clan Gunn  
 
Florida     Northwestern   Southern Prairies   Western Prairies  

Charlie Kehm   AK, OR, WA, ID   AR, MO    KS, NE, OK  

440 CR 720   Kathleen Elsner  Kent Burson  Sean E Manning 

Clewiston FL 33440   2701 Kulshan St  1533 Hayselton Dr  P O Box 3567 

(863) 983-8458   Bellingham WA 98225 Jefferson City MO 65109 Tulsa OK 74101 

    (306) 671-8528  (573) 636-9906  (918) 691-1414 

Steve & Sandy Wilson 

4123 Old Dominion Rd  Dani NaõFey  Yankee    Chesapeake  

Orlando FL 32812-7912  3214 96th St South #A9 CT, MA, ME, NH, RI,VT  DC, MD, VA  

(407) 855-1759   Lakewood WA 98499 Rev Dean Bulpett  Dan Myers 

    (206) 794-3565  164 Boston Rd  611 East Main Street 

Milt & Harriet Wilson     North Bllerica MA 01862 Christianburg VA 24073  

14820 NE 8th Court   Shawn McWilliams  (978) 633-9199  (540) 382-6583 (Hm) 

North Miami FL 33161  2029 S Hilton St     (540) 494-8040 (Cell) 

(305) 944-3471   Boise ID 83705  Dick Platt  

    (208) 440-9115  132 Platt Lane  Western Great Lakes  

Andrew P Wiley      Milford CT 06460  IL, WI  

5329 Yerkes St   Central Rocky Mountain  (203) 878-6094  Jeff Growell 

Jacksonville FL 32205  AZ, MT, NV, UT, NM     271 Hartford Rd 

(904) 710-3909   Neil & Jobeth Fjell  Stephen R Olsen  Slinger WI 53086  

    2715 W Cholla St  1744 Main Street  (262) 548-0575 

Georgia     Apache Junction, AZ 85220 Concord MA 01742 

Joel S Gunn   (480) 236-3291  (978) 369-4373 (Hm) Eastern Seaboard  

3234 Raymond Dr      (617) 943-2271 (Cell) DE, PA  

Doraville GA 30340   Northern California     Amanda Greene 

(770) 402-7116   Fresno to Oregon border  Empire (NJ, NY)   209 Sheffield Lane 

    Chuck Jamison  Tim Nelson  Oxford PA 19363  

Bennie Gay   9382 Blue Oak Dr  29 Fremont St  (610) 998-9878 

8806 Rugby Court   Orangevale CA 95662 Tonawanda NY 14150  

Jonesboro GA 30238  (916) 989-3953  (716) 440-8463  Eastern Canada  

(770) 477-4684         NB, NL, ON, PE, QC  

    Mark Brockmann &  Great Smokies   Ted & Louise Gunn  

Delta (AL, LA, MS)   Caroline Mann  KY, NC, SC, TN, WV  10485 rue Vanier  

Elaine Pangallo &    312 North Navarra Dr Dan Robinson  Quebec QC 

Cathy Patterson   Scotts Valley CA 95066 3416 Burnage Hall Rd Canada G2B 3N4 

107 Circle Dr   (831) 461-1998  Harrisburg NC 28075 (418) 842-6563 

Enterprise AL 36330      (704) 859-4624 

(334) 393-0216   Jerred Gunn     Central Canada  

(334) 406-7380 (Cell)  2575 Freeport Blvd  Irene Erskine  AL, MB, SK  

    Sacramento CA 95818 526 Claremore Ave  Debra Lynn (Gunn) Kuzub 

Great Lakes (IN, MI, OH)   (916) 443-0130  Bowling Green KY 42101 355 Parkway Blvd  

Jim & Suzanne Swanney     (270) 782-1940  Flin Flon MB  

206 East Lawrence   Chuck Gunn     Canada R8A OK2 

Royal Oak MI 48073   3545 W Dayton  Nita Bernard  (204) 687-4298 

(248) 588-2741   Fresno CA 93722  103 Amber Lynn Circle 

    (559) 276-8104  Columbia TN 38401  Western Canada  

Texas       (931) 388-8798  BC, YT  

Mike Pearson   Southern California     (Currently Vacant) 

22014 CR 850   Mexican Border to Fresno  James & Monika Bigsby 

Farmersville TX 75442  Mara Gunn  410 N Chapel St  International and UK  

(972) 843-8029   P O Box 1973  Landis NC 28088  Liason Officer  

    Newport Beach CA 92659 (704) 855-1566  Lin Robinson 

Gene Gunn   (949) 548-1551     1415 Briarcliff Rd 

36 River Bluff Dr      Paradise (HI)   Shelby NC 28152 

Lytle TX 78052   Rocky Mountain   Steve Craven  (704) 481-9273 

(830) 709-5013   CO, WY    2365 Makaa St 

    (Currently Vacant)  Honolulu HI 96825  Viking  

Heather Smith      (808) 395-0870  IA, MN, ND, SD  

521 Berryhill Dr         (Currently Vacant) 

Mansfield TX 76063 

(806) 773-8701 
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GUNN STOCK 

REPORT FROM ALPHARETTAðAbb Gunn  

I have been putting the 1940 census into the archives. To my surprise, I found Gunns in New York State giv-

ing the following countries as place of birth: Canada, England, Scotland, Russia, Ireland, Norway, Hawaii 
(then a territory), Italy, Germany, Poland and Austria as well as the US. Besides the sheer number of places, 

the reason for immigration is probably political. By the time of the 1940 census (April), Austria, Poland, Nor-

way, and Germany were under Nazi control while Russia was under Communist control and Italy was under 
the Fascists. WWII was underway but the US was still neutral. This really makes genealogy a challenge. I also 

found in lady in OH giving Greece as her birthplace, The Gunn Diaspora is quite a story for someone looking 
for a modern history of the Gunns, Any writers around?  

I have not taken census records for sept names simply because of the sheer numbers. They can be accessed 

on records for individuals as needed. All one needs to do is ask and ye shall receive. Might take a day or so 
but it will be addressed.  

I am completing the census records as they are released. - I am finding many, many errors by transcribers - 
almost every record has to be examined in its original format to be sure; connect names and sometines cross 

referenced to previous records to insure correctness. 

My plans so far are to attend a game in Canada (depending upon receiving my passport renewal), Pleasonton 

(CA), and Salado (TX). I may also try a games in South Florida, this remains tentative.  

I will be attending the mini -gathering in Scotland in July 2013, I decided not to fight the crowds and traffic for 
the International this summer because of the Olympics.  

I always look for new additions to the archives. I will have a display of some of the records at the AGM in At-
lanta in October. Make plans to attend, a great time will be had by all.  

2012 Gunn Salute  

Publishing Dates  

And Deadlines for Submissions  

 

Fall 2012 Issue 

September 30, 2012 

 

thegunnsalute@clangunn.us  

 

Please remember to vote!!!!!  
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Daughters of Gunns 

By Carol Small 
 
Daughters of Gunns! It is the daughters of Gunn families that intrigued my genealogical interest. Why?  My family descends from 

three different Gunn families through their daughters. Two married McKays and the other a McIntosh. All were from Sutherland and 

Caithness, Northern Scotland;   all emigrated in the 1840s and settled in Grey and Bruce Counties in Ontario. Some were probably 

interrelated or at least associated with each other in Scotland while others seemed to have no connection at all. Here in Ontario, over a 

period of seventy years, all became great grandmothers to my father.  

 
In Sutherland, the Highland Clearances forced people to travel south for work, to the coast for survival or to emigrate to the new 

world. Caithness families fared somewhat better than their Sutherland cousins but small crofts and no jobs lead many to leave their 

homes also. It was from these two counties that my Gunn families left. 

 

Barbara Gunn McIntosh 
Barbara Gunn (1824-1913) was the daughter of George Gunn (1797-1882) and his wife, Johan Gordon (1800-1883). George was a 

Camster Caithness Gunn and the son of Henry Gunn and Katherine McKay. Henry and Katherine had a family of at least six children 

- Christian, John, Elizabeth, George, Marcus and Ann.  George and Johan Gunn worked a small croft and he also worked in the fish-

ing industry. Their family included Catherine, Barbara, Robert and Janet (Jessie). Catherine (1822-1893) married Angus Gunn (1823-

1906) in Toronto and lived near Owen Sound, Ontario.  Jessie (1826-1910) married a widower, John McDonald who lived at 

Sheanmore, Lybster, Caithness. Jessie and her parents were interred at Mid Clythe Cemetery just north of Lybster. Robert (1828-?) 

was still living in Caithness in 1860 but wanting to immigrate to Canada. Nothing further is known of Robert.  

 
In 1844, Barbara Gunn married Alexander McIntosh (1822-1911), the son of George McIntosh and Margaret Sutherland of Inchverry, 

Tongue, Sutherland. With their infant son, George; Barbaraôs aunt, Barbara Gordon; and Alexanderôs brother, Robert McIntosh, his 

wife Betsy Brimms and their daughter, Margaret, Barbara and Alexander McIntosh left Scotland for Ontario in 1845. Robert and 

Betsy increased their family by another daughter, Mary Ann, on the crossing. The brothers and their families settled in Toronto with 

their uncle, William Sutherland and his wife, Elizabeth Mowat. Alexander and William worked as shoemakers while Robert was a 

cooper. In 1848, these families moved to the Scottish settlement of West Gwillimbury Township, Simcoe County near Bradford, On-

tario. Many Gunn families were part of this settlement but a relationship is yet to be established with our families.  In 1855, the lands 

of Carrick Township, Bruce County opened for settlement. Alexander, Robert and their families moved to Carrick Township where 

they settled the first farms along the Elora Road now known as Highway 9 in Bruce County. William Sutherland also moved nearby 

in Carrick Township.  

 
Many letters belonging to the McIntosh family survived including letters from Barbaraôs father and brother. The letters chronicle the 

life of the pioneer as well as those living in Scotland, USA, New Zealand and Australia; the westward migration, and connecting links 

to their families all over the world. 

 

 

In a letter date Lybster Novebr 13th, 1845, George Gunn wrote, 

 
ñI received your most kind letter of the 22nd Sept thirty days after its date according 

to your request I sent your letter to the Parish of Tongue so that before it came back I 

was detained this length from writing. éé. John McDonald & family is well but 

his mother departed this life. My wife son and daughter joins me with their blessings 

to you all we would wish earnestly to know how is the country agreeing with both 

Barbaras & how were they at sea and particularly how is Geordie.ò 

 
In another letter, dated Lybster the 4th of June 1849, Barbaraôs brother, Robert Gunn, 

wrote, 

 
ñMy mother was very happy to hear that there is gallick preaching in your land and 

that especially for my aunt and for yourselves would do with the English and we 

were very happy to hear that your children is so well now I am going to ask you are 

you getting any milk for the children and what like test is with the milk is it the same 

as it is here in Caithness I imagine that it is far stronger we have here and my mother 

is milking her cow here 3 times a day and it always strikes her in the mind that you 

have noneò. 
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Alexander and Barbara raised a family that included George (1845-1869), John (1847-1850), Margaret (1849-1862), Johana (1851-

1851), Robert (1853-1936), Alexander (1855-1909), Isabella (1857-1930), Jessie (1860-1944), William (1862-1929), Gordon (1864-

1937) and George (1868-1948). Alexander and William settled in North Dakota while the remainder of the family stayed in Ontario. 

 

Catherine and Angus Gunn maintained contact with the McIntosh family. They had one daughter, Mary. The families visited and corre-

sponded. They also wrote about their Scottish relatives. It is believed that Angus was a brother to Donald Gunn who immigrated to 

Grey County in 1841. Angus and Donald were probably the sons of John and Mary Gunn of Camster. They had a sister, Ann.   

 

Through Barbara and Alexander McIntoshôs son, Robert, the Gunn families that follow all become interrelated through marriage.   

 

Mary Gunn 
Mary Gunn (1838-1901) was born in Camster, Caithness to Donald Gunn (1816-about 1881) and Elizabeth McDonald (1816-1892). As 

mentioned above, Donald may have been the son of John and Mary Gunn.  In the Thurso 1841 Census records, Donald Gunn, his wife 

and three children, Mary, Isabelle and John were waiting with Elizabethôs parents, Angus and Isobel McKay McDonald and their son, 

William McDonald (residents of Farr, Sutherland) to leave for America. A comment in the Census records stated: "Slept in the house 

that night on their way to America." 

 

The family settled in Sydenham Township close to the Angus and Catherine Gunn family. The 

McDonaldôs sons, Hugh and Hector, had emigrated previously. Hugh was in Sydenham Township and 

Hector in Sullivan Township, Grey County. Donald and Elizabeth Gunn raised a family that included 

Mary (1838-1901), Jane (1842-1924), Angus (1845-1914), Betsy (1845-), Barbara (1847-), Ann (1849

-), Ann  (1855-), William (1857-) and Alexander (1858-). Donald moved his family to Holland Town-

ship, Grey County where he lived close to his daughter, Mary and her husband, Neil McKay. 

 

Mary Gunn married Neil McKay (1830-1906). Neil was born in Halkirk, Caithness, the son of Robert 

McKay and Elizabeth. Robert and Neil had immigrated in 1857 to Sydenham Township. On the hand-

written marriage license, the registrar named Maryôs father as Angus Gunn instead of Donald Gunn. 

The two families not only lived near each at the time but were often together. Mary and Neil raised 

their family in Sydenham Township before retiring to Meaford, Ontario. To them were born Jessie 

(1858-1884), Robert (1861-1941), William Alexander (1864-1937), James (1866-1899), John 1868-

1952), Betsy (1870-1900), Mary ñAnneò (1872-1932), Barbara Jane (1874-1892), Isabella Christina 

(1881-1964) and Neil Angus (1883-1941). In the McKay family, many followed the westward migra-

tion. William and Anne lived in Salt Lake City; James, an engineer, died in Pasadena, California; Jack lived in Alberta and  Bella 

moved to Manitoba and British Columbia. Neil resided in Los Angeles where he was Mary Pickfordôs manager for many years.  

 
Jessie McKay, from this family, married Robert McIntosh, son of Alexander and Barbara Gunn McIntosh. Robert was in close contact 

with his aunt and uncle, Catherine and Angus Gunn. Robert and Jessie were married in Sydenham Township but lived near Robertôs 

parents in Carrick Township. By August 1884, Jessie had died and left Robert with three small children, Mary, Frederick and George. 

Robert returned to north Grey County after Jessieôs death. He eventually remarried and fathered four more children Milton, Jessie, 

Emerson and Gordon. 

 

It is through Frederick McIntosh, Robert and Jessieôs son that the last branch of the Gunn family becomes related through marriage. 

Flora Gunn 
Flora Gunn (1821-1903) was born in Glasgow, Scotland to John Gunn (1774-@1855) and Janet Murray (1794-@1835). According to 

their son, William Gunnôs account in The Canadian Biographical Dictionary and Portrait Gallery of Eminent and Self-Made Men, 

Ontario Volume, 1880, his fatherôs Gunn family were originally from Kildonan, Sutherland. The family was probably part of the Clear-

ances that moved to Glasgow. The Murray family was originally from Rogart, Sutherland; but Janet 

was born in Glasgow. John and Janet Gunn moved north again to Melvick, Sutherland sometime be-

tween 1824 and 1827. To John and Janet were born William (1816-1893), Alexander (1819-), Flora 

(1821-1903), Donald (1824-), John (1827-) and Catherine (1835-1921).  

 

It is presumed that Janet died with Catherineôs birth or shortly thereafter as she was not mentioned in 

the 1841 Census records. Nothing further is known at this time of Alexander, Donald or John. William 

Gunn emigrated in 1836 and resided in the Prescott and Kingston, Ontario area before moving to Bruce 

County. In Bruce County, he was reeve of Bruce Township, 1861 County Census co-ordinator and 

eventually Clerk of the Court in Walkerton. He married Susan Douglas of Kingston. To them were 

born four sons, Donald, Frederick, William and an unknown child. For an account of Williamôs life, 

see: 

 
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/scripts/data/database.cgi?

file=Data&report=SingleArticle&ArticleID=0031726  
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Catherine Gunn (1835-1921) married Archibald Buchanan  (1815-1915) from Williamsford, Ontario. To them were born  William 

(1852-1936),  Jeanett (1854-1925), John Gunn ( 1856-1912), Archibald, (18558-1921)Alexander (1860-1883), Thomas (1863-1886), 

James (1865-1965), George (1867-1944), Frederick (1869-1962), Donald (1871-1960), Grey (1874-1949),  Logan (1876-1947), George 

(1876), and Agnes (1876-1968). The family lived near Morden, Manitoba. 

 

Flora Gunn married John McKay of Sandside, Raey, Sutherlandshire in Thurso, Caithness in 1842. Johnôs uncle, a store owner in 

Thurso, told John to take his family and leave as there was no future for them in Scotland. John, Flora, their infant daughter, Janet, 

Floraôs sister, Catherine and father, John Gunn, left Scotland in 1844 for Grey County, Ontario. They first settled at Starvation Corners 

just outside Owen Sound before moving to Sullivan Township, Grey County. Starvation Corners supposedly had relatives already there 

and Sullivan Township reminded them of Scotland. John Gunn died sometime after 1851 and was interred in the Williamsford 

Presbyterian Church Cemetery. John and Flora McKay raised a family that included Janet (1844-1917), Susan (1846-1911), James 

(1849-1921), Margaret (1852-1911), John (1854-1931), Hugh (1857-1943), Cameron (1860-1931) and William Gunn (1865-1932).  

 
Walking on the rugged pioneer trails was often the only means of transportation. According to family stories, Flora walked to Inglis 

Falls with grain to be ground and carried back china in her sacks. She also walked to Walkerton, a distance of about 20 miles to visit her 

brother, William. However, it is quite remarkable that in her elder years, Flora derived some pleasure from walking despite the 

hardships of those early gruelling treks through the bush. In a letter, it was reported that Flora, after a day of quilting relented, after 

much discussion, to accepting a sleigh ride part way home. She insisted she could finish the journey by walking.  

 
Floraôs son, James McKay married Hannah Lee. The family lived in Holland Township, just down the road from the Robert McIntosh 

family.  Their second child, Elizabeth Jane McKay (1882-1971), married her neighbour, Frederick William McIntosh (1881-1974), son 

of Robert McIntosh and Jessie McKay. Lizzieôs and Fredôs family included Maurice Wilfred Elmer, Cameron, Russell, Melville, 

Audrey and Marie. And thus all three Gunn families became inter-related. It is through their second son, Wilfred Elmer that I descend. 

Thus, from the rugged highlands of Scotland to Grey and Bruce Counties in Ontario, three families of Gunns united. We are proud of 

our Gunn heritage. 

 

 

To Old Caledonia 

Written By Sherri Johnson ð Avid Lover of Scotland and Her People 
 

When I was a young lass I fell in love, 

With one so strong and bold and brave, 

That could capture the heart of near any a maid. 

Not a man, but the land of old Caledonia 

Has stolen my heart away! 

 

A land that formed its people, 

Tough and tried and true. 

With an iron will that could never be broken, 

And love so deep as could neõer be spoken. 

Love for their land of old Caledonia. 

 

òMy heartõs in the Highlands,ó the wise old bard once sang. 
And ôtis there will mine forever remain, 

With fullness of song and rhyme and verse, 

Deep in the land of old Caledonia, 

Deep in the land I love. 

Donõt forget to vote!!! 
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Down in the Delta  
 

 

Now and then, if youõre lucky, you get to do something important.  The following article is respectfully submittedñthis is our family.   

 
Recently, Clan Gunn sponsored a clan tent at the Dunedin Highland Games in Florida.  Those working the tent included Deputy Com-

missioners Milt & Harriet Wilson, Steve & Sandy Wilson and Alexis Malcolm and myself. 

 
The Clan Gunn Delta Commissioners and family made the long trip down from Alabama to add support and were very welcomed.  

During these games we had the great opportunity to meet with and learn about our Delta Commissioners and their families.  From 

these conversations, comes this article. 

 
Elaine Pangallo and Cathy Paterson are sisters and the Delta Commissioners for Clan Gunn.  These outstanding Clan Gunn members 

host our tents in Alabama and in the panhandle of Florida.  This year, they won best clan tent at the Panama City Highland Games.  I 
was very impressed with this award--as many of us know, to be the best clan tent requires a lot of effort.  To achieve this honor after 

only a year of  hosting clan tents is really outstanding. 

 
However, this article is not about winning best clan tent awards.  Elaineõs daughter, Laura, is one Clan Gunn member we need to 

meet.  Laura is an honors graduate of the University of AlabamañóRoll Tideóñwith an ROTC scholarship.  She is now serving in the 

United States Army as the Commanding Officer of the Charlie Company, 2-159th in Sharana, Afghanistan.  Captain Laura Pangello is a 

combat Apache helicopter pilot with earlier tours of duty in Korea and Germany.  Also, she is a winner of the Top Gunn award for 

helicopter pilots.  Laura has her mom ôs Gunn tartan flags on her Apache helicopter during combat missions.  As a veteran, I have 

great respect for Laura as well as her mother Elaine and her aunt Cathy, who support Laura so much.   

 
We all need to recognize and thank those who place their lives at risk to keep all of us safe every day.  After this tour of duty in Af-

ghanistan, Laura is to return to Fort Knox, Kentucky as the United States Army Aviation Branch Manager.   

 

God Speed Laura back to the United States. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Charles Kehm,  

Commissioner -Clan Gunn  

Regional Commander -SAMS 
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GUNS IN THE HIGHLANDS  

By  

Lin Robinson FSA Scot  
 

 
According to some sources, òGunó was the original spelling of our Clanõs name and older records seem to bear that 

out.  Supposedly the extra ònó was added to avoid confusion when firearms were first introduced in the Highlands, 

probably in the 15th century! No matter what the truth is, the name Gunn has given rise to all sorts of endearing and at 

times silly names and phrases.  Pop Gunn, the Gunns are loaded, sons of Gunns and so forth. But what about firearms in 

the Highlands? 

 
We know that by the end of the 17th century the Gunns owned some guns. Sometime around 1690 the house of the 

then MacHamish, Donald Crottach (The Hunchback), at Killearnan burned to the ground. This was reported as being 

caused by accidental ignition of gunpowder stored in the house as the chief and some of his clansmen were preparing to 

go hunting. The charters for Killearnan and Navidale were destroyed in the fire and Donald was promptly evicted. He 

and those of the main branch of the Clan then became dependants of the Sutherlands.  So, in a careless moment with 

gunpowder, the Clan lost its hold on one of the last major tracts of land it controlled legally, without anyone firing a 

shot! 

 
Firearms are first mentioned in Scotland in Lowland records in 1522. There are references to òdagsó ð pistols, and 

òhagbutsó, shoulder fired arms.  The earliest surviving, complete, Scottish made guns date from 1598. These are a pair of 

pistols housed in the Dresden, Germany museum. The earliest long gun is dated 1599 and was made for Duncan Camp-

bell of Glenurchy.  It is known as the Breadalbane gun.  Firearms made in Scotland were quite expensive and given the 

economic status of most Highlanders they were out of reach. Archery continued to be practiced in the mountains until 

very late, also indicating the inability of most Highlanders to afford firearms. In later times, especially with the com-

mencement of the civil wars and the Jacobite rebellions, cheaper French and Spanish arms became more available to the 

Highlander and many families owned at least one. Nearly all antique firearms associated with Highlanders have a version 

of the flintlock ignition mechanism. The heavy and cumbersome matchlock never caught on with them due in large 

measure to the damp climate of the Highlands and the need to move swiftly.  

 
The failure of the last Jacobite rebellion in 1745 brought the most severe disarming act ever passed by parliament up 

until that time. The general reluctance of most Highland clans to participate in the rebellion in the first place, coupled 

with their disastrous defeat at Culloden and the brutal aftermath, made most Highlanders give up their arms without 

protest. From that point on only those young men willing to join one of the Highland Regiments of the British army 

could carry and use firearms.  

 
The photo shows examples of Scottish-made 

arms (all are replicas) including a pistol found in 

the bottom of a well in Jamestown, Virginia in 

2006.  By happy circumstance the wood of the 

stock survived for over 400 years. 
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Where:  Stone Mountain Highland Games, Stone Mountain Park GA  

When:  October 19 -21-2012 

Website:  http://www.smhg.org  

 
 

Your Help Is Needed!!! Your Help Is Needed!!!   
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Donõt forget to visit the online store for all things Gunn! 

 

    www.clangunn.us  

The Gunn Salute will soon be e -mailed to our members instead of going through the post-

al service for delivery.  Benefits include cost savings for the Society, earlier delivery time 

to our members and the prevention of mail being returned should our members move to 

another location.   


